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A Message from the President 

Spring is coming and for youth services librarians that means 

planning summer programs.  Yes, I said summer programs! 
Whether it’s calling programmers in January to check on their 

availability or finding a way to do all those programs when you 
have only one person, it’s a race to find ways we can attract youth 

to our doors for an exciting summer.  Librarians and their support 
staff are currently racking their brains to find creative ways to use 

this year’s 2018 Summer Reading Club theme “Libraries Rock.”   

As I write this letter, Advocacy Day is also coming up.  For me, at 
this moment, it’s next week!  By the time you read this newsletter, 

though, it will be over.  I hope many of you took the trek to Albany 
to talk to our political leaders about the importance of libraries in 

our communities.  As we all know, this year is a tough budget year 
for libraries.  Our communities are using libraries more than ever 

and requesting even more services. We are an important educator 
for all individuals in our communities especially in digital literacy.  

When school is over for the day, the week, or the school year, we 
become the leaders in educating students and families.  In regards 

to library infrastructure, both on building and technological levels, 
libraries need more efficient buildings and the ability to bring more 

technology to those in economically disadvantaged communities.  
If you didn’t make it to Advocacy Day, you can still send a pre-

drafted letter to voice your support for fully funding NYS Library 
Aid in the NYS Budget.  It takes about two minutes to send this 

letter – and you can add in a personal anecdote [even just a 

sentence] of what your library is doing that your legislators may 
not know about.   

Spring also brings our YSS Spring Conference, “New York Libraries 
are for Everyone.”  This conference will be held in Syracuse, NY, on 

Friday, April 13th.  I hope you will join us as we gather at the 
Sheraton Syracuse University Hotel and Conference Center for an 

exciting day of professional development, networking, and 
engaging speakers.  Our keynote speaker will be Rebecca 

McCorkindale, Hafuboti Blog author and creator of the Libraries are 
For Everyone artwork.  (Hence our conference theme!)  Our 

luncheon speaker will be the bestselling YA author Tamora Pierce.  
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Our Third Year Director, Jennifer Burke, and her conference planning committee have lined 

up some great workshops for you.  If you missed the CE sessions at the NYLA Annual 
Conference, there’s even another chance to attend Enhancing Library Services for LGBT 

with presenter Lyndon Cudlitz during the Spring Conference!  (This will be a double session 
workshop in the afternoon.) If you enjoy to chatting with colleagues to energize yourself 

with new ideas, there is no better way to do that than to come a day early and attend the 
Past Presidents’ Dinner on Thursday, April 12, 2018 at Pascale Italian Bistro at Drumlins. 

Spend time with some of our Past YSS Presidents and bring a group of your library 
colleagues.  Registration for the Spring Conference and the Past Presidents’ Dinner are 

open until April 1, 2018.  

After our busy February Executive Board meeting we were able to approve our 5-Year Long 

Range Plan.  Our initiatives include moving toward identifying underrepresented 
populations in NYLA and working to encourage those individuals to be a part of our YSS 

membership; working to promote awareness of our library services to non-users in our 
communities as well as expanding our involvement in NYLA legislative initiatives; and 

actively developing new generations of youth services leaders through continuing 

education, connections with professional educational programs, and section involvement.  
This also means moving forward with our proposed Leadership Academy sponsored by YSS!  

There will be 10 courses with a mix of webinars and in-person, day-long institutes.  
Information will be forthcoming after our YSS Spring Conference.  If you are a person who 

has aspirations for developing your current library position or to enrich yourself for future 
leadership positions, consider registering for this academy in fall 2018.   

I hope everyone has a prosperous and active Spring season!  

Laura Panter 

YSS President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FYI – It’s not too late to register for the Past Presidents’ Dinner! 
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YSS Board Member Elections  

Though the YSS Elections take place online along with the rest of the NYLA elections 

between June 15th and July 15th, we are excited to share our candidates with you now! 

1st Vice President/President-Elect       

running unopposed 

Amanda Schiavulli       
Member Services Librarian    

Fingerlakes Library System  

                                    

1st Year Director 
(2021 Spring Conference Chair)                                                         
running unopposed                                                    
Chrissie Morrison 
Librarian, Clifton Park-Halfmoon Public Library 
YS Programmer, Mechanicville District Public Library 

 
Treasurer          Treasurer  

Elissa Valente     Colleen Whittall 
Youth Services Librarian             Teen Librarian 
Colonie Town Library              Saratoga Springs 

                                                                  Public Library 
                                                                       

 

 

Yak Tracks  
aka: Where has Yancey been?!? 

Yancey Yak was met with much fanfare and 
adoration at the YSS Booth during the 2017 NYLA 

Annual Conference.  In fact, our limited edition 
Yancey plushies sold out!  But what has Yancey 

been up to since the conference?  Have you 
brought him to your storytimes?  Has he gone on 

vacation with your family?  Inquiring minds would 
like to know! 

We invite you to share your Yancey pictures with 
the NYLA YSS listserv (nyla-yss@list.nyla.org).  

Let us know how you use Yancey to strike up 
conversations about library advocacy, library 

services, and/or to show your YSS pride!  Give your colleagues some fun ideas of how to 

incorporate Yancey into library programming.  If you’re lucky, your picture(s) could be 
featured in an upcoming YSS Newsletter!   

mailto:nyla-yss@list.nyla.org?subject=YSS%20Yak%20Tracks
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Are You Following the YSS Marketing Committee? 

We are on Facebook, Pinterest, and Twitter…  If you haven’t seen all the great content 

being posted, check us out! Look for interesting articles, tips on professional development, 
STEAM programming activities, Summer Reading Club ideas, and more! 

 

 

 

Please send any content ideas to:  

Tara Morris at tmorris@rcls.org or Lindsay Jankovitz at jankovitzl@gmail.com.  

The Marketing Committee would also like to remind you that the YSS Listserv is a great 

way to share information and resources. Any topic concerning library services to youth is 
fair game.  There are over 700 YSS members, let’s work together to create useful 

resources that everyone can use!  

To subscribe to the listserv, log into the NYLA Online Membership Center, using your personal 
login and password. To send a message, use the email account listed in your NYLA profile and send 
your email to nyla-yss@list.nyla.org 

 

Get more involved in YSS via the YSS Committees! 

Every year we need new passionate youth services people to join and serve on our 

committees. It’s a great way to meet other youth services folks and grow professionally. 

Here are the committees that help YSS throughout the year and what they do:  

3 Apples Award Committee 
The 3 Apples Award is a NYS kids’ choice book award. Members work together [and in collaboration 
with the SSL 3 Apples Award Committee] to do marketing, collect nominations, and oversee voting 
for this award. 

Conference Planning Committee 
Coordinates/plans the YSS events and workshops for the NYLA Annual [fall] Conference. 

Empire State Award Committee 
Selects the ESA winner from YSS member nominations; plans the ESA luncheon for NYLA [fall] 

Conference. 

Marketing Committee 
The Marketing Committee will work to promote YSS as a section and the field of Youth Services in 
the digital age. The committee will aim to strengthen professional development and give greater 
networking opportunities among individuals in the field.   

 

mailto:tmorris@rcls.org?subject=YSS%20Marketing%20Committee%20ideas
mailto:jankovitzl@gmail.com?subject=YSS%20Marketing%20Committee%20ideas
https://www.nyla.org/max/4DCGI/logon/logonmain.html?MenuKey=members
mailto:nyla-yss@list.nyla.org
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Pied Piper Award Committee 
Advertises, collects submissions, and selects a winning library from submissions of library 
programming/marketing excellence. 

Scholarship Committee 
Responsible for marketing, collecting submissions, and selecting winners for the Spring Conference 
Scholarships and the Ann Gibson Scholarship. 

 

If you think any of these committees are up your alley, or if you'd like to help 

in other ways, please fill out the YSS Active Member Form.    

Please keep in mind:   

The YSS Board approves committee member nominations annually.  
Conference planners look for presenters far in advance of the conference and 

seek out room monitors closer to conference dates. 

 

 

The Librarians Who Will Not Be Quiet  
A message to the membership, from Chinasa Seyse, 2

nd
 VP/Membership 

If you are like me, being a youth services librarian requires speaking up for your library 
children, especially your teens. Whether you work in a rural, suburban, or urban library 

setting, the call to advocate for a safe/accepting place rings loud and true. In the current 
cultural climate, the discourse is on who is permitted to receive services and who should be 

excluded. I am proud to one of 6,202 members of NYLA and 764 YSS members who, 
among other roles and responsibilities, take up being the voice of the younger generation in 

their community. If you are among us but do not see yourself as a spokesperson or 
advocate, resolve for this to be the year to get your feet wet. 

Perhaps you participated in Advocacy Day on February 28th. Perhaps you didn’t/couldn’t 
personally attend.  The beauty of our membership is that we support all library priorities as 

a single unit. As the year progresses, there will be more opportunities to be present and be 
heard. Coming up are school and library votes, summer reading programs, conferences, 

conferences, and more conferences!  

As your elected member representative, I ask you to reach out to me with your concerns 

and ideas. Most importantly, I hope that you contact me to ask, “How can I help my 

colleagues and my local library efforts so that I can better support and be a role model to 
the children and families I serve?”  If you are thinking that you are too far from the 

epicenter of action in the Capital Region, or that your contribution will not have an impact, I 
encourage you to challenge that notion and fill out the YSS online active member form. 

Together we can continue to support each other through continuing education, 
advancement in leadership, and unity in mission. 

https://form.jotform.com/62577808080159
https://form.jotform.com/62577808080159
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The Savvy Advocate:  
Libraries, Drama, and the Importance of Showing Up 
by Mary Fellows, YSS Legislative Committee Liaison 

Maybe it’s me, but the calls for advocacy on issues across our modern life seem more 

insistent these days. Gun control, women’s rights, social justice for people of color, and 
climate change all loom large in my daily thoughts and decisions about where I spend my 

civic energy and disposable income. Why? In part because these issues are in the news 
every day. 

Library funding is not seen by the media as an issue that deserves daily news coverage. 
Drama compels and sells, and the direct result of deficient library funding is not dramatic. 

Or is it? Instead, perhaps it’s that the unexpected or emotional results are not immediate. 
There are no photo ops. The negative impact of inadequate library service, especially for 

youth, spins out over a lifetime in sequential defeats and meager opportunities. It’s often 
hard to dramatize these outcomes to capture the attention of funders and the public.  

Yet we know how the library makes people’s lives better every single day. We see it, and 

we hear the stories. That’s why we need to speak out and show up – with our bodies, our 
minds, our networks, and our money – for libraries. We need to cut through the clamor 

with the message that libraries are foundational to addressing all of the problems our 
society faces. 

How can you “show up” and be a savvy advocate for libraries?  

• Learn. Inform yourself about how library funding works in your community and 

the State. In any group, if you know about the money, you know about the power.  

• Respond. When NYLA sends out a call for action, take three minutes to email your 

legislators. Then encourage your friends to do the same. 

• Show up. Attend Library Advocacy Day in Albany. The size of the crowd matters. 

• Give money. The NYS library community has a Political Action Committee (PAC). 
All of the professionals you most respect are supporters. What helps? $10. $20. 

$200. Anything. 

• Walk the walk. Advocacy isn’t only a couple of times a year. It isn’t just emails, or 

just donations, or just trooping around the Capitol on Advocacy Day. It’s all of 

those thing and more. It’s word-of-mouth-advertising about the value of library in 
our society. It’s telling the stories we observe and hear– to our friends, to our 

families, to acquaintances we find ourselves in conversation with - about how 
libraries make the world better every single day. 

 

This work probably won’t make you a social media sensation, or be covered on the nightly 

news. That’s all right. Because there behind the dramatic events of the day is real life. And 

libraries, changing lives. And you, Savvy Advocate, showing up for them.  
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Empire State Award 

The Empire State Award (ESA) is given annually and was first 

presented in 1990. It is a one-time award presented to a 
living author or illustrator currently residing in New York 

State. The award honors a body of work that represents 
excellence in children’s or young adult literature and that has 

made a significant contribution to literature for young people. 
Youth Services librarians throughout the state submit 

nominations to an awards committee. The committee makes a 
decision that is then approved by the YSS Executive Board. The 2018 ESA Luncheon will be 

held on Friday, November 9, at the NYLA conference in Rochester, NY.  

Who will be the next author to join the ranks of past ESA winners, including Maurice 

Sendak, Madeleine L'Engle, Laurie Halse Andersen, Jacqueline Woodson, Steve Sheinkin, 

and James Howe? The winner of the 2018 ESA award will be announced at this 
year’s YSS Spring Conference on Friday, April 13, in Syracuse, NY!  

Any member of the Youth Services Section is eligible to submit a nomination to the ESA 
Committee Chair. We are currently preparing to accept nominations for the 2020 Empire 

State Award. After nominations are received, the Committee members will consider the 
suggestions and check on the qualifications of the nominees. (The decision for the Empire 

State Award rests with the ESA Committee and is approved by the YSS Executive Board.) 
We look forward to involvement from our New York Youth Services community and hope to 

receive your nominations of worthy authors and illustrators for the 2020 Empire State 
Award! 

To learn more about past winners, visit the ESA page of the YSS website.  

Past Empire State Award Winners: 

2017: James Howe  

(pictured below, left, with his 

husband, Mark Davis) 

 

2016: Steve Sheinkin 

2015: Vivian Vande Velde 

2014: Jacqueline Woodson 

2013: Laurie Halse Andersen 

2012 - Bruce Coville 

2011 - Laura Vaccaro Seeger 

2010 - Cynthia DeFelice 

2009 - Linda Sue Park 

2008 - Rafe Martin 

2007 - Joseph Bruchac 

2006 - Donald Crews 

2005 - M. E. Kerr 

2004 - Alice Provensen 

2003 - Seymour Simon 

2002 - Jerry Pinkney 

2001 - Jean Fritz 

2000 - Peter Spier 

1999 - Vera B. Williams 

1998 - Jean Craighead 

George 

1997 - Richard Peck 

1996 - Nancy Willard 

1995 - Ed Young 

1994 - Paula Fox 

1993 - Russell Freedman 

1992 - Leo and Diane Dillon 

1991 - Madeleine L'Engle 

1990 - Maurice Sendak

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NYLA-YSS-ESA
https://www.nyla.org/max/4DCGI/cms/review.html?Action=CMS_Document&DocID=316&MenuKey=yss
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Pied Piper Award 

Do you have a program you’re proud of?  Here is one way you can get some professional 

credit and share your refreshing and original idea with your colleagues!  

The Pied Piper Award recognizes excellence in the creation of an individual program that 

(1) promotes service to the young people of New York State Libraries and (2) is able to 
be replicated at other libraries. Submissions are judged on originality, program 

implementation, program content, and marketing of said program.  

The 2018 winner will be announced at the YSS Spring Conference luncheon, and the 

2019 award is already open for entries. YOU could be the next Pied Piper Award winner!  

Entries for the 2019 Pied Piper Award must be received by December 1, 2018. All you 

have to do is send in a description of your program [offered between December 1, 2017 
and November 30, 2018] with copies of your promotional materials. The winner receives 

a $200 bookstore gift certificate, an award certificate, and bragging rights.   

For more information on how to enter, and/or to download a submission form, visit the 
Pied Piper Award page on the Youth Services Section of NYLA website. 

Make your library organization proud and enter to win the 2019 Pied Piper Award today! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And don’t forget to take advantage of the archives  

of previous Pied Piper Award Winners like  
“1000 Books Before Kindergarten and Baby Bugs Reading Program” 

submitted by Jennifer Priesser of the Greece Public Library.   

https://www.nyla.org/max/4DCGI/cms/review.html?Action=CMS_Document&DocID=309&MenuKey=yss
https://www.nyla.org/max/4DCGI/cms/review.html?Action=CMS_Document&DocID=310&MenuKey=yss
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Ann Gibson Scholarship  

This scholarship is given annually to honor the memory of Ann Gibson, a dynamic and 

dedicated librarian, storyteller, and teacher, in recognition of her many contributions to 

the field of youth service librarianship. 

Ann’s career in Western New York was spent in public libraries and several colleges and 

universities. As a founding member of the Genesee Storytellers, Gibson provided in-

service training in children’s literature for librarians and teachers. She was a guiding 

force in the University of Rochester’s annual storytelling conference. Ann was also an 

active volunteer for local charities involving children with special needs. The Ann Gibson 

scholarship is a memorial to Ann’s passionate abilities to share her love of children’s 

literature and the art of storytelling with thousands of children and adults. Details of the 

scholarship follow. 

Purpose:  

To provide financial assistance to a person who has chosen to pursue graduate studies 

that will lead to New York State certification as a youth specialist in a public library or 

school media center. 
 

Deadline: Friday, May 25, 2018 

Notification: September 1, 2018 

Amount: $1,000 plus NYLA full conference registration fee (at the student rate) 

For more information about award qualifications and judging criteria, and to download 
an application, see the Ann Gibson Scholarship page on the NYLA YSS website. 

 

Save the Date for the NYLA Annual Conference  

Join us in Rochester, November 7th-10th, for the 2018 NYLA 

Annual Conference, which will be held at the Rochester Riverside 

Convention Center.  Though much of the conference is still being 

planned, YSS has already locked in our featured speaker for the 

YSS Membership Meeting – BOB SHEA!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 Hope to see you there!!! 

https://www.nyla.org/max/4DCGI/cms/review.html?Action=CMS_Document&DocID=308&MenuKey=yss

